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2026-2027 Examination D

Notice

1 You must choose to take the exam either in English or Japanese. Use the
answer sheet for the language that you chose.

2 If you choose to take the exam in Japanese, answer the problems in Japanese.
If you choose to take the exam in English, answer the problems in English.

3 Confirm that your question booklet and answer sheet match your chosen
language.

4 The English exam is an approximate franslation of the Japanese, not a direct
translation.

5 There are problems from ‘ro , printed in Japanese on pages 1-16 and in
English on pages 17 - 32.

6 The examination is 50 minutes long.

7 You must not read the problems aloud.

8 Be sure to clearly write all of the answers on the answer sheet. Submit only
the answer sheet.

9 When you rewrite an answer, be sure to completely erase what you have
written, then write your new answer.

10 Be absolutely sure to write your examinee number in the designated boxes
of the answer sheet.
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Examination D
English Version



BRI L A Listening Questions

XERE(L, 1 ~F5E THOLRHY 7,
There are five questions, 1 to b.
MEZBIAXRT 2B 5mENE T, FEAKICAT TR TEnE VT H A, BAFTNTHEX
FAMISEEN LTy,
Each English passage will be read twice. You may take notes on the question
sheet. Write all your answers on the answer sheet.

M1 Masaki (23%) SAYNancy (F¥>—) TAA SHOTEILOWTEE L T,
2NDRFEHNT, TOABD L, 2ANCDH LT HLEZLNLZCHELLEHINT VS
ok, ROT~IOFH L1 2BU. BT TEALI Y,

Problem 1 Masaki and Nancy are talking about their plans for today.

Listen to their conversation and choose the picture from 7 to T that correctly
shows what they are likely to do next. Write your answer with the katakana
character of the picture.

Masaki  Nancy

12 Seiya (£ X°) IAH, B EALBBEEDF+ 779 —TH% Robota (v 7) 125
WIRETAE—F %2 L E§, Seiya (£ X°) IADFE L\ T, Robota (ZH¥) #°
TIHVWIYERL VLR ERDT~IDOFPH L2 0BU, 385 TEAL I,

Problem 2 Seiya is giving a speech about his imaginary character, Robota, in his class.

Listen to Seiya’s speech and choose the two pictures from 7 to T that show
things Robota cannot do. Write your answers with the katakana characters of the

pictures.
T A
7 T




13 Ted (7 v F) TAYRie (VA) TAKRLEMICEZL T ET, 2ADKFLH T,
NBICE IR ERDT~T O L 1 DR, 25 TEALIV, (O 4FF X 3F5 Tldh)
Problem 3 Ted and Rie are talking during the break.
Listen to their conversation and choose the picture from 7 to T that matches the
content. Write your answer with the katakana character of the picture.
(O=like % =don’t like)
-

1

B4 Naomi(feb &) XA EFORKRLDBONHIIOWTZAE=F %L T F 7. Naomi (b &)
XADFEEHT, Naomi (BB &) XA LAZCDIERICLEL T, O~®ITH TLFESie%,
TOT~HNTDFENLZNTN DT DR, BT TEAWI V. 2720, 1 2#F T VEerh) T4,

Problem 4 Naomi is giving a speech about her memories of the last summer vacation.

Listen to Naomi’s story and, in the order of what she did, choose a picture from 7

to 77 for each box @ to ®. Write your answers with the katakana characters of the
pictures. One picture will not be used.

[Naomi #°L 72 2 ¥] [Things Naomi Did]

® > @)

v
©

~




15 Riko (V) 2) TAYJimmy (¥ =) IAD, @ TWAEXy oW T(ET L TWET, 2
ADLEHEFHVT, [R] OO~DITANEZ AL LTELVWEDE, DLQIETOT~ITOFH L,
@UDETOA~TDFRNLZNTN N DFORU, BT TEAL I,

Problem 5 Riko and Jimmy are talking about their pets.

Listen to their conversation and choose the correct answers for D to @ in the
[Table] . Select answers from 7 to T~ below @O and @, and answers from #* to 7

below 3 and @ . Write your answers with the katakana characters.

[&] [Table]
Riko Jimmy
Kind and number of pets they have @) @
Things their pets like ® @
T A
(o)
v T
{ )

Playing with a ball
Eating

Swimming

NS N

Sleeping



Taro and Hanako are talking about their plans to go fo Omiya International Zoo.

Answer the following Problems 1 to 5.

[Taro and Hanako's Conversation (D]

Taro:  Let’s make a schedule for going to the zoo. What time do you want to get
there?

Hanako: I'd like to arrive there at 10:30 a.m. How should we get to the zoo?

Taro:  Let’s meet at my house, and my dad can drive us there. I also want to
have some time to take a break somewhere along the way.

Hanako: In that case, let’s take a 15-minute break at point A.  What time should
we leave?

Taro:  I've prepared Information 1 that tells us the route from our house to the
zoo. Let’s use this to decide the fastest way.

Hanako: There are both regular roads and highways, so the travel time depends on
which road we use.

Taro: At this time of year, the highway between points A and C is closed, so we
need to be careful.

Hanako: I see.

Taro:  Assuming we drive at 35 km/h on regular roads and 80 km/h on highways,

let’s work out what time we should leave the house.

Schedule Information 1 Route from Taro’s House
Time Plan to the Zoo
’ 48km .
Do.m. Leave Taro's house C Omiya
——regular road International

Reach point A, 15-minute break . Zoo
mmm highway 20K 1k

Leave point A D 35km
10:30 a.m. Arrive at the zoo B
house ‘ 10.5Km
: : @—21km 385K
z : A KM

Problem 1 Using the Information 1 provided, answer the distance (in km) from the

house to the zoo if only regular roads are used.

Problem 2 Based on [Taro and Hanakos Conversation D] and the Information 1
provided, fill in the blank| | on the Schedule with the appropriate time.



Taro and Hanako are talking while looking at Tables 1 and 2.

[Taro and Hanako's Conversation @)

Taro:
Hanako:
Taro:

Hanaoko:

Taro:

The zoo seems to publish the results of its favorite animal survey every

five years.

There seem to be quite a few differences between 2020 and 2025.
Lions and elephants are ranked first and second in both years, right?

The rankings are the same, but the response rates for both have

decreased. I wonder if they are becoming less popular.

I don’t think we can tell just by looking at the changes in rankings or

response rates.
) . .
years, let's check how many responses each animal actually received.

Since the total number of responses is shown for both

Table 1 Results of the 2020 Favorite Animal Survey

(Total Number of Responses: 1100)

Table 2 Results of the 2025 Favorite Animal Survey
(Total Number of Responses: 1300)

Ranking Animal Percentage of responses Ranking Animal Percentage of responses
1 lion 19 1 lion 16
2 elephant 15 2 elephant 14
3 rabbit 12 3 red panda 13
4 giraffe 10 4 tiger 11
5 tiger q9 5 giraffe 8
6 zebra 7 6 alpaca 6
7 kangaroo 6 7 koala 5
8 chimpanzee 5 meerkat 4
q9 flamingo 3 5 capybara 4
10 leopard 2 10 flamingo 3
- others 12 - others 16

Problem 3 Based on Table 1, answer the number of responses who chose “rabbit”

in 2020.

Problem 4

Based on Tables 1 and 2, from the animals that are ranked within the

top 10 in both 2020 and 2025, answer all the animals whose number of responses

increased in 2025 compared to 2020.



Taro and Hanako are planning to buy some souvenirs available at the zoo.

= @

cookies pass case ‘ tote bag
750 yen 1470 yen 1050 yen

Information 2 Souvenir Products

stuffed toy towel sticker set fan ,
1200 yen 960 yen 400 yen 1600 yen

Information 3 Discount Ticket

Discount Ticket

All products priced at 1000 yen or less are 20% off.

X Only one ticket can be used for one product.

[

Problem 5 Taro has a souvenir allowance of 2100 yen, and from the products in
Information 2, he plans to buy a total of three different items. When he can use up
to three discount tickets from Information 3, answer the number of combinations of
products that Taro can buy.

Note: Assume that consumption tax does not apply to any of these items.



Taro, a student attending an elementary school in Saitama City, is talking with his teacher

about his visit to the planetarium at the Saitama Municipal Youth Astronomical Museum.

Answer the following Problems 1 to 5.

[Taro and His Teacher’s Conversation 1)

Taro:

Teacher:

Taro:

Teacher:

Taro:

Teacher:

Taro:

Teacher:

Taro:

Teacher:

Taro:

Teacher:

Taro:

Teacher:

I went to see the constellations for June at the planetarium. I heard
that around midnight in June in Saitama City, you can see Scorpius in the
southern sky. But apparently, you can’t see it in December. Why do the
constellations you can see change with the seasons?

That’s because the Earth makes one orbit around the Sun each year. This
movement of the Earth is called a revolution.

I've heard of that before. I also heard that seasonal changes are related
to the Earth’s revolution.

Exactly. Take a look at Figure 1. It shows the positions of the Sun and
the Earth every three months from June, along with the surrounding
constellations.

Scorpius, which is visible in the southern sky around midnight in June, is
on the opposite side of the Sun from the Earth’s June position. Why is it
on the opposite side of the Sun? {Data)

The Earth rotates once per day around its axis, which Earth’s axis
runs straight through the North and South Poles, as direction of
shown in {(Data). This movement is called rotation. rotation
Because of this rotation, the Sun appears to rise and
set on the Earth. Figure 2 shows a view of Figure 1
from above the North Pole. The white areas facing
the Sun represent daytime, and the black areas not

South Pole

facing the Sun represent nighttime.
So in June, Scorpius is visible because it is on the side of the Earth that is
experiencing night. But how should we think about the time?

Look at Figure 3. Figure 3 shows how the Earth rotates at its June
position from Figure 2. In diagram (O of Figure 3, what time is it in the
location where the Sun is in the southern sky?

When the Sun is in the southern sky ... it’s noon, right?

Correct. And because the Earth rotates once a day, the observer’s
position relative to space changes every six hours, as shown in Figure 3.
So, using Figure 3, the part of the southern sky where Scorpius was visible
around midnight in June will show Capricorn around 6 a.m. six hours later, right?
Not exactly. Six hours later, around 6 a.m., you would see Aquarius. This
is because stars in constellations are extremely far away compared to the
distance between the Earth and the Sun. Due to the Earth’s rotation, the
part of the southern sky where Scorpius was visible at midnight in June
gradually shifts to Sagittarius, then Capricorn, and six hours later shows
Aquarius. After 24 hours, at midnight again, Scorpius reappears.

I see. So the constellations visible in the southern sky move roughly in the

direction of , and degrees every hour.

That’s right.




Figure | Figure 3
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rotation 3
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Problem 1 Which constellations can be seen in the southern sky around midnight in March

and September? Choose from the constellations in Figure 2 and write each one.

Problem 2 From [Taro and His Teacher's Conversation D], which direction — east or

west, fits in blank| 4%  [? Also, write the number that fits in blank | v |

Problem 3 When the Earth is at position X in Figure 2, how do the constellations visible in

the southern sky change depending on the time? Choose the names of the constellations
that fit inblanks| A Jond| B

each one.

| from the constellations in Figure 2, and write

From Figure 2, when the Earth is at position X, the southern sky shows constellation
at around midnight, and at around 6 a.m., the southern sky shows

constellation| B |




[Taro and His Teacher’s Conversation @]

Taro: I understand how the visibility of the constellations changes with the
seasons. Does the Moon’s position in the sky also change in the same
way because of the Earth’s revolution and rotation?

Teacher: The Moon moves around the Earth approximately once every 30 days,
so its visibility is not affected by the Earth’s revolution. However, the
Moon’s shape, or phase, changes due to its movement around the Earth.
Also, because of the Earth’s rotation, the Moon rises and sets just like
the Sun, so the position where it can be seen changes depending on the
time of day.

Taro: I see. I'll observe the Moon and investigate the relationship between the

positions of the Earth and the Moon.

Taro conducted an [Observation] to study the Moon’s phases and its position.

[Observation] Figure 4
One day, when observing the Moon, it appeared D
as shown in Figure 4 and was visible in the southern
sky.
East «—  South — West
[What Taro Investigated] Figure 5 Y

* The positions of the Moon orbiting the Earth and
the Sun’s light, as seen from above the North
Pole, can be respresented as shown in Figure 5.

- At the time of the [Observation], the Moon was
in position Y in Figure 5.

Problem 4 At what time was the Moon in Figure 4 observed during the [Observation]?

Choose one from options 7 to % and write your answer with the katakana character.

7 midnight A 4:00 a.m. 7 6:00 a.m. T 6:00 p.m. F  9:00 p.m.



Problem 5 After three days of [Observation], which illustration shows
the Moon’s appearance when observed at the same time and location?
Choose one from options 7 to 7 and write your answer with the katakana

character.

d
N
\'}.

East «—  South — West East «— South — West East «— South — West

H
o

77

0 0 Q

East «—  South — West East «— South — West East «— South — West

Ar
N

/7—

) ) 9

East «—  South — West East «— South — West East «— South — West



Taro and Hanako are talking about rice cultivation.

Answer the following Problems 1 to 5.

[Taro and Hanako’s Conversation 4]

Taro: In Japan, rice is eaten as a staple food, right?

Hanako: Yes, that’s right. Rice is grown in a wide area of Japan.

Taro: But, I've heard that domestic rice consumption has been decreasing in
recent years. I wonder how much it has decreased.

Hanako: Well, if rice consumption is decreasing, does that mean production is also

falling? Let’s look into the consumption and production of rice.

Data 1 Changes in Domestic Rice Consumption and Production in Japan  Data 2 Daily Rice Supply Per Person in Japan
(10,000 t) (9)

--Q, -
1,200 /o\ % //o\<_ production 300 mrmy
1,000 VA <N 250/ H H H -
- consumption '\9\ _
800 2000 0 0 it ir=—
600 150 HH H H HHHHHH D
400 1000 HHHHHHHHHHARHH
200 sofPHHHHHHHHHHHHH
O | | | | | | | O
195055 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95200005 10 15 20 195055 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95200005 10 15 20
(Created based on “Food Balance Sheet” of the Ministry ~ (Created based on “Food Balance Sheet” of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries) of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries)

Problem 1 From Data 1 and Data 2, choose the most appropriate statement and write

your answer with the katakana character from 7 to T.

7  Comparing 1950 and 2020, both domestic rice consumption and production
have decreased, but production has decreased more.

1 Rice consumption was the highest in 1965, while rice production was the highest
in 1985, exceeding approximately 13 million tons.

7 The year with the lowest rice consumption, production, and daily supply per
person in Japan is the same, and the daily supply per person in that year was 150g
or less.

I The daily rice supply per person in Japan has been decreasing since 1960, and

comparing 1960 and 2020, it has decreased by 200g or more.



[ Taro, Hanako, and Their Teacher’s Conversation]

Taro: Which regions in Japan have the highest rice production?

Hanako: The Tohoku region. In 2024, Tohoku accounted for more than a quarter of
the country’s total rice harvest.

Teacher: The Tohoku region produces a large amount of rice every year, but there
have also been years when the harvest dropped significantly. One of
the factors is the “yamase”, a cold and damp wind in summer. When the
“yvamase” blows, it can cause a decrease in temperature and not enough
sunlight, leading to a “cold damage” effect that reduces the harvest.

Hanako: Looking at Data 3, 1993 and 2003 seem to be such years. In particular,
the harvest in 1993, as indicated by T, decreased significantly compared
to 1992. However, if we look by prefecture, we can see that the extent of
the decrease varies greatly.

Taro: I'd like to investigate how the “yamase” affects rice production in the

Tohoku region.

Data 3 Changes in Rice Field per *10a in Each Prefecture of the Tohoku Region
and the Rice Harvest Amounts in 1992 and 1993

(kg) Prefecture | 1992 | 1993
700 r
Aomori 591 159
000 7 Iwate 512 | 152
500 Miyagi 497 187
Akita 579 | 480

Yamagata Prefecture

400
—— Fukushima Prefecture Yamagata 576 459
300 ---- Iwate Prefecture Fukushima | 518 | 313
--------- Akita Prefecture (kg)
200 —— Miyagi Prefecture Data 4 Map of Tohoku Region

—— Aomori Prefecture

100

0
1989 g5 2000 05 10 15 20 24
¥ 10a = 1000m® (Created based on crop statistics data)

Problem 2 Based on Data 3, choose one from the
arrows 7 to T in Data 4 that indicates the direction
in which the “yamase” blows, and write your answer

with the katakana character.




[Taro and Hanako’s Conversation @]

Taro: I learned that rice cultivation in Japan has become more efficient with the
introduction of agricultural machinery.

Hanako: That’s right. Recently, I saw on a news program that a method called
“water-saving dry-field direct seeding,” which grows rice without flooding
the fields, has been gaining attention in Saitama Prefecture. Normally,
in rice cultivation, fields are flooded before planting the rice seedlings.
However, with this water-saving dry-field direct seeding method, seeds
are sown using machines on dry fields, and even after the sprouts appear,
the rice is grown without flooding the field.

Taro: Oh, I didn’t know that. But why is this method attracting attention?

Hanako: Maybe because it can shorten the amount of time required for rice
cultivation.

Data 5 General Agriculture Calendar for Rice Cultivation

March | April | May | June | July |AugusT|Sep‘rember‘OcTober| November
$ 9IYL 8= P = g = )
S 33832833 8z 2, &z
£ 25048 <E £ 5 E- 5
F &38a3 2 38 3 3 @
Data 6 Farming Activities (Partial)
Field preparation Mid-season drainage
Grow rice seeds ina : After planting rice, Sy

drain the rice field
temporarily. It can help ¢
the roots develop, or |
can prevent diseases.

greenhouse or seedling
boxes until they become
seedlings ready for
transplanting.

Threshing / separation of grom from stalks
Extract the grains )
from the harvested
ears of rice.

Problem 3 Referring to Data 5 and Data 6, choose the most appropriate depiction of
April and May in the agricultural calendar when performing water-saving dry direct-

seeding cultivation. Write your answer with the katakana character from 7 to T.

7 A % T

April | May April May April May April May
w v u - w - w w
o ® o @D = o @ Q [} @ O
3= 2s £=3 3 o=,
> 53 =wn >8 = = S
Cesg 3% csQ co g<C
® 3.3 = S 3 3 S8
Q2 s = 855 85 Ex:3
=] Lg n S«@ n«Q S o




[Taro and Hanako's Conversation )]

Taro: So far, we’ve been thinking about rice cultivation in Japan. But I wonder if
rice farming takes place in Saitama City as well.

Hanako: Yes. Rice is actively grown in the Ayase River and Moto-Arakawa River
basins in the eastern part of Saitama City, and in the Arakawa River basin
in the western part of Saitama City. In particular, the Arakawa River basin
uses a distinctive style of rice cultivation.

Taro: In what way?

Hanako: Let’s compare the general rice-farming calendar in Data 5 with the farming
calendar for this region in Data 7. Also, if you look at the topography of the
area in Data 8, I think the characteristics will become clear.

Taro: I’d like to think about it using the data.

Data 7 Rice-Farming Calendar for the April | May | June | July | August
Arakawa River Basin in Saitama 235 g = 22392
® o g =0 3.3 =
City (Example) =3 3 58 5538z
@33 g2 25% =
EX =< g2 &
@ 3 < 3 525
[} (o] =1
Data 8 Topography of Saitama City and the Arakawa River Basin Area
[Ilow lands Ar‘ok‘awd\ =\ ST “ ‘ & = /\7, o
LRiVers AN sl AN esias
[ plateaus N Va s N, % 5
Frivers B A oy } AN 0, ok
F--1city boundaries

o) I HEE 4
|
=

Al

!
o
1

A

)

.
“._\ Arakawa
=" \River

i

2\ 1=

A < AN B Y%
4 u % N
= ARG i 2 ;i} X =) RN N N N

(Created based on “Saitama City Urban Planning Master Plan”) (Created based on Digital Topographic Map 50000,
Geospatial Information Authority of Japan)

Problem 4 From Data 5, Data 7, and Data 8, choose the most appropriate characteristic
of rice cultivation in the Arakawa River basin and write your answer with the
katakana character from 7 to L.

7 In lowlands with large rivers, because they are prone to landslide damage when
hit by typhoons, the rice transplanting period is delayed.

4 In lowlands with large rivers, because they are prone to flood damage when hit
by typhoons, the rice harvesting period is advanced.

7 On plateaus between rivers, it is difficult to secure the water necessary for rice
growth, so the period of water management is long.

I On plateaus between rivers, it is easy to secure the water necessary for rice
growth, so the period of water management is short.



After learning about rice cultivation, Taro and Hanako participated in a hands-on

farming experience with local farmers.

[Taro and Hanako's Conversation @]

Taro: The farming experience was fun, wasn’t it? Harvesting the rice was hard
work, but I felt a sense of accomplishment when it was finished.

Hanako: That’s true. I was also happy to have the chance to experience cooking

rice over a traditional stove.

I have an idea. How about summarizing our farming activities and the way

we cooked rice over the stove in a picture card show for the activity report?

Hanako: Let’s do that.

Taro:

Problem 5 The following Data 9 shows the structure of a picture card show. A
to F below show the picture slides from Taro and Hanako’s picture card show,
which progress in order from A to F. In Data 10, the line “Do not lift the lid while
steaming, or the steam will escape!” should be written on the back of which
illustration? Write your answer with the alphabet from A to F.

Data 9 Structure of a Picture Card Show Data 10 Lines on the Back of the
Picture Card Show

The lines for the picture being shown

are written on the back of the picture £
at the back of the stack (F).

After you finish reading the lines,
move the picture being shown to the
back of the stack.

Do not lift the lid while steaming, or
the steam will escape!

Open the lid with a cloth and stir
with a rice paddle!

Add plenty of firewood and cook
with high heat!

Let’s start cooking the rice!
How should we proceed?

Don’t rush; first, start cooking
over low heat!

Rinse the rice 3-4 times, changing
the water each time!

(The lines in Data 10 are not arranged in order.)

A B C
How to cook rice
Q )
(,' :‘:"\

End of the Test







